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Greetings, 
 
I was born to a teen mother just three months before her 19th birthday. In fact, this consequential day in 
the dark history of this nation would have been her 53rd birthday if she was living today. I am grateful for 
my mother and the gift of life that I experience each day because of her decisions. I have tried to make 
the best of my opportunities and use my life to enhance the lives of others in the beloved community. My 
mother was not a proponent for abortion, but she advocated that people should be agents of their own 
bodies and decisions. On this day of her birth, I offer words for your prayerful consideration in these 
continuously uneven times.  
 
The overturning of Roe v Wade is not thrusted by deep religious convictions nor is it a moral crusade 
against sexual immorality and irresponsibility. This decision is a poorly feigned attempt to give the 
appearance of concern and protection for the innocent while ardently working to erase decades of 
activism for the advancement of a more just and equitable society for all people. All life should be 
respected, protected, and valued. The Supreme Court of the United States of America has trumpeted a 
sad song of colossal failure. We have failed the minor who is raped and impregnated by a family member 
and the assaulted college student living with trauma, fear, and shame. Today, this court has unabashedly 
claimed agency, authority, and autonomy over women’s reproductive rights. The implications of this 
decision are staggering, and the consequences will be felt for generations.  
 
To be clear, I do believe that all life is sacred. Life is sacred in a mother’s womb. I also believe that life is 
sacred for those who want skittles and tea. Life is sacred for all persons who appear “suspicious”. Life is 
sacred for those who want to sell individual cigarettes. Life is sacred during a routine traffic stop. Life is 
sacred even when justly convicted. Life is sacred in bible study, at hospitals, in corporate America, schools, 
movie theaters, etc. To be truly pro-life means that we care about lives after they are born and not just 
after conception. Such interest must be held regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, creed, or 
sexual orientation. This should be expressed in the price of and access to baby formula, eliminating food 
deserts in America, equitable housing laws, combating predatory lending, gentrification, closing 
educational gaps, demilitarizing police, stricter gun control laws and much more.  Should pre-natal life be 
protected? Yes. Should it be at the sweeping expense of all women in every situation? No. Should men be 
able to take that decision away from women? No.  
 
Today, I remember my mother, but I also think of my wife and my daughter. I think of my son and other 
children who must navigate a turbulent society.  In prophetic tradition, I weep over America as Jesus wept 
over Jerusalem. I weep over misguided theological leanings that believe that this decision is God restoring 
order and righteousness in America. I weep over persons who champion today’s announcement but 
remain silent on assault rifles in our communities, mass shootings in our schools, killings in churches, 
grocery stores and hospitals. I weep over a future that is bleak unless we put feet on our faith take a 
courageous stand for all who are vulnerable. In the words of the Apostle John, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus”. 
 
In I AM, I am, 
 

 
 
Reverend Eric George Vickers, Sr. 
Pastor, Fairfield Baptist Church 
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